On opinion polls concentrated on language teaching, students often say the texts and exercise books are neither up-to-date nor motivating. One way how to meet their demands is distance education by means of on-line courses. This form enables students to compose these courses from some up-to-date audio and video files which can be downloaded from the internet. Podcasting is very useful for automatic searches on web sites chosen by the instructor.
Introduction
For some years already, the Faculty of Informatics and Management of the University Hradec Kralove has worked at the preparation of on-line training courses of the German language. Most often the courses are applied as the remedial ones in daily studies, but also as the independent courses in the inter-university studies during this academic year. The advantages as well the disadvantages of the on-line courses in teaching of a foreign language are under a constant discussion. It can be said that the contribution of the on-line education is indisputable in foreign languages, but it is necessary to consider a limited possibility of conversation. We therefore put some listening texts and video recordings with follow-up exercises into the on-line teaching as a partial compensation at least.
During some opinion polls concentrated on the language teaching students often say the scripts and some exercise books are not up-to-date enough and they do not motivate them very much. One of the ways how to accommodate them in their demands, is the form of distance education by means of eLearning-courses. This form anables to compose these courses from some up-to-date audio and video files which can be downloaded from the Internet. However, the author´s task is not finished by making an on-line course. It is suitable to modifity the file destined for listening of a spoken word just from the point of view of its topicality much more frequently than the parts of the course destined for practising vocabulary and grammar, it means exercises and tests. The author of the course has to keep his eye on the different websites making possible to download the audio as well as video files suitable for locating into a course.
Suitability must be judged from the point of view of: The size of files: The matter is that at home many participants of the distance courses are still left back on the Internet connection through a dialing connection, and a downloading of a huge file means a time lost connected very often with exhausting of the limit they have for downloading.
The approval of the owner of given websites with use of their content for non commercial study purposes. This problem doesn't take place in essence in using such files in on-line courses concentrated on teaching languages, because the authors of site make them directly for such a use and the files are very often at hand in both an acoustic and in a text form.
Podcasting
Podcasting is very advantageous for automatic per suing of novelties on the websites chosen by an author. This method (there does not exist a Czech word for this term at the time being) means the way of the distribution of sound or video files nowadays used by most of broadcast stations broadcasting through the Internet. The userlistener can download these files into his computer or mp3 player according to his own choice, he can play them back at any time or make his own programme.
Wikipedia says: "A podcast is a digital media file that is shared over the web using syndication feeds, for playback on portable media players and personal computers. A podcast is a specific type of webcast which, like 'radio', can mean either the content itself or the method by which it is syndicated; the latter is also termed podcasting. The host or author of a podcast is often called a podcaster. The term "podcast" is a portmanteau of the name of Apple's portable music player, the iPod, and broadcast; a pod refers to a container of some sort and the idea of broadcasting to a container or pod describes the process of podcasting. Though podcasters' web sites may also offer direct download or streaming of their content, a podcast is distinguished from other digital media formats by its ability to be downloaded automatically, using software capable of reading feed formats such as RSS or Atom." [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podcast] The use of the podcasting at the distance education is first of all in: The individual preparation: Students can download the chosen file into their computers or mp3 recorders and play them back at any time they choose.
The lecturer´s work: he either sends off the references to given websites podcasting and draws student´s attention to the files which are suitable for practising or which will be taught at the lessons. Or he downloads the most suitable files and locates them into an eLearning course directly. It must be said that the lecturer can create some sound files by himself and place them into the courses, but making a good acoustic recording and its transmission into the mp3 format is time-consuming and the result may not achieve the quality of the file made from a professional recording. This holds true twice in the case of a file destined for the language teaching and done by a native speaker.
Are there some ways how the podcasting may be used in particular situations? In case we would like to use the form of podcasting completely, first a programme which makes possible an automatic downloading of audio or video files must be installed into a computer. The following software products are at our disposal, for example iPodder, Juice, iTunes and they are free of charge as freeware. When designing the on-line courses for teaching German, the widespread iTunes programme has been used with very good experience. The iTunes software was developed by the firm Apple initially for downloading music into the iPod recorder, which is definitely one of the results of its development activities. The programme may by downloaded free of charge from the websites www.slunecnice.cz or directly from the sites of the producer www.apple.com. After the programme has been installed, it is ready to be used and it does not require any registration. Perhaps its only disadvantage is, that it is not yet located into Czech. This fact makes its operation a bit difficult at the start. This is the procedure how the programme may be preset: the programme iTunes is put into operation and the given website offering the podcasting is accessible at the same time. Simultaneously, also the computer must be connected with the Internet. As for the German language, the sites of RadioPraha (www.radio.cz.de) and the sites of Deutsche Welle (www.dw-world.de) turned out to be a full success. Among the podcasting sites a thematic field must be downloaded. Some stations (e.g. Deutsche Welle) have at the site end of such a thematic field a push-button and by the clicking of it the reference (a sort of a communication channel) is automatically transferred into the iTunes programme. Concerning the other stations, the reference must be copied and through the choice "Advanced-Subscribe to Podcast" put it into the dialogue window "URL". This way we put all thematic references of differet stations into programme, whose topicality we want to be persued automatically by iTunes. It automatically makes the download of selected programmes after their launch. The thematic fields can of course be modified and completed at any time. The automatic files downloading proceeds like this: Whenever we launch the iTunes programme and click the button Podcasting, there occurs a clearly arranged chart of selected thematic fields we had chosen, as well the date of the last component in them. After a while the programme automatically starts to download new files and to add them to their thematic fields.
If the download does not start automatically, we should launch it by means of a push-button "Refresh". The downloading is then shown in the graphic way on the screen. At the same time the download of at most two or the files. If there are more files which can be downloaded, the programme organizes them in a queue. But if they are not downloaded for some reason (the connection is interrupted, there is a big time delay), it is possible to download them subsequently by means of re-clicking of the thematic field by use of the push-button"GET" .
Another advantage next to the chronological arrangement and the data of duration: It is a kind of an annotation of the component (picture 3). It accelerates the orientation by the next choice to the lecturer. Since the new files are increasing almost every day, it is suitable to put them on a CD after a time they take a big capacity on a hard disc.
It is left to find out where they are saved. Because the programme iTunes is destined first of all to download music, the files are automatically saved in Windows into directories Music-iTunes-iTunes Music-Podcast.
Summary
Podcasting was invented in 2004 as a kind of an alternative of the radio broadcast through the internet. The aim was to compensate the illegal music downloadingc by a paid service under reasonable financial conditions especially for the youth. During several years this audiopodcasting underwent a quick development towards a noncommercial use. To apply it is one of its chances. Many stations, besides the previously mentioned audio files in the mp3 format, broadcast tin the same principle. In our opinion the podcasting calls upon the use in foreign language teaching.
